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SUBJECT; PROPOSED REGULATIONS ON LABELING AND ADVERTISING 
REF; QUEBEC 180, AUGUST 20, 1975 

1. REACTION IN MONTREAL TO PROPOSED REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING 
SECTIONS 34 AND 35 OF BILL 22, QUEBEC'S OFFICIAL LANGUAGE ACT 

( COPY SENT TO DEPARTMENT WITH OUT A-154, OCTOBER 3, 1974) 

HAS BEEN MOSTLY CRITICAL BUT MODERATE. FOLLOWING INITIAL HARD- 
LINE ANNOUNCEMENT OF PROPOSALS BY SOLICITOR GENERAL FERNAND 
LALONDE, WHO HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR BUSINESS-RELATED SECTIONS 
OF BILL 22, PREMIER ROBERT BOURASSA HAS STRESSED THAT GOVERN- 
MENT IS OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS FOR CHANGES IN THE PROPOSALS (ONE 
COLUMNIST DESCRIBED THIS AS #A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF BOURASSA'S 
FINELY TUNED SENSE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS#... I.E., HAVING SOME- 
ONE ELSE ANNOUNCE BAD NEWS AND THEN RESPOND PERSONALLY TO 
PROTESTS WITH REASSURANCES). 

2. IN ITS EDITORIAL OF OCTOBER 21, FRANCOPHONE DAILY LA 
PRESSE SAW THE GOVERNMENT'S ACTION AS A STEP IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION ALTHOUGH IT CONCEDED THAT BILL 22 ITSELF IS NOT 

PERFECT AND UNDERLINED THAT PROPOSALS ARE SUBJECT TO MODIFICATION 
IF WARRANTED BY PUBLIC REACTION. THE MONTREAL STAR, IN ITS 
LEAD EDITORIAL OF THE SAME DATE, WROTE #THE REASONS BEHIND 
THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION IN THIS MATTER CAN BE TREATED WITH 
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REGULATIONS WILL NOT MAKE THE PROVINCE MORE FRENCH THAN IT IS 
AND CRITICIZED ASPECTS OF THE REGULATIONS SUCH AS THOSE DEALING 
WITH CATALOGS AND THE CALL FOR PUBLIC INFORMERS. MONTREAL STAR 
COMMENTATOR DOMINIQUE CLIFT, IN HIS COLUMN OF AUGUST 21 . 

SAID THE MOVE REPRESENTS A #LEGITIMATE ASPIRATION OF A 
POLITICAL MAJORITY# BUT ARGUED THAT THE REGULATIONS SHOULD 
NOT APPLY TO SMALL BUSINESS. 

3. STRONGEST CRITICISM CAME FROM GEORGE SPRINGATE, LIBERAL 
MEMBER OF QUEBEC NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, WHO, WITH REFERENCE TO 
MR. LALONDE'S STATEMENT THAT PRIVATE CITIZENS WOULD BE ASKED 
TO REPORT VIOLATIONS OF THE REGULATIONS, SAID THAT QUEBEC 
WOULD BE TURNED INTO A POLICE STATE. THE GAZETTE IN ITS 

LEAD EDITORIAL OF AUGUST 22 CRITICIZED SPRINGATE, A FORMER 
PRO FOOTBALL PLACE KICKER, FOR KICKING WIDE AND ADVISED 
THOUGHTFUL QUEBECERS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 90-DAY PROPOSAL 
PERIOD TO LET THE GOVERNMENT KNOW HOW THEY FEEL ABOUT THE 
RULES. 

4. PARTI QUEBECOIS LEADER RENE LEVESQUE HAS BEEN REPORTED 

AS SAYING THAT THE PROPOSED REGULATIONS DO NOT GO FAR ENOUGH. 
HE SAID DURING A MONTREAL RADIO PROGRAM THAT THE PROPOSALS 
WILL MAKE THE PROVINCE OFFICIALLY BILINGUAL RATHER THAN 
FRENCH UNILINGUAL. HE FURTHER CRITICIZED THE REGULATIONS FOR 
GIVING THE FRENCH LANGUAGE AN EQUAL POSITION RATHER THAN A 
PRIORITY POSITION IN LABELLING AND ADVERTISING. 

5. A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
IN MONTREAL SAID THAT THE CMA WILL COMMENT AFTER IT HAS HAD 
A CHANCE TO STUDY THE PROPOSED REGULATIONS FOLLOWING THEIR 
PUBLICATTION IN THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE. THE MONTREAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE AND THE BOARD OF TRADE ARE AMONG THE SPONSORS 
OF A SEMINAR ON THE NEW REGULATIONS WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE IN 
MONTREAL ON SEPTEMBER 18. SPOKESMEN FOR THOSE TWO GROUPS 
HAVE SAID THAT THEY WILL WAIT UNTIL AFTER THAT DATE BEFORE 
COMMENTING. A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CONGEN WILL ATTEND THAT 
SEMINAR AND WILL REPORT SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS. HARPER 
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